
On Friday, 6 October 2023, Mr. Barthelemy Toye DIAS, Mayor of the City of Dakar, inaugurated 
the Place des Cultures Urbaines de Dakar. 
 

  
 
 
The Place des Cultures Urbaines (PCU) is a new sports and cultural infrastructure for the City of Dakar, with 
a Skatepark of over 1,000 square metres, a concert venue, a space dedicated to the moving arts, a 
restaurant, a 750-square-metre esplanade and co-working space, a relaxation area for young people and 
two grandstands for the public. 
 

 

 
 
 
Today, Dakar is a local, trans-African and international centre of cultural and sporting activity. A form of 
cultural remixing is taking place, shaping new representations of the city and its history. 
 
This reinvention of ways of seeing and doing was once particularly visible in the painted works proliferating 
on the walls of Dakar and its suburbs from 1980 to 2000. Contemporary urban cultural, artistic and sporting 
practices (urban sports, music, dance, fashion) are the expression of a new way of being and living.   
  
The Place des Cultures Urbaines, located in the Patte d’Oie social housing district of Grand-Yoff, will promote 
and defend the new urban practices that are part of Dakar's social and urban fabric. 
 
The site is surrounded by a series of road connections linking residential areas to the freeway. The Place des 
Cultures Urbaines will help to reconcile the people of Dakar with their public space, creating a new centre, 
a hub of decentralized activity in the Plateau district. As urban cultures are constantly evolving, it is essential 
to maintain spaces that can be freely appropriated and developed.  



  
In view of the forthcoming Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games, the PCU will become a springboard for all 
young people in Dakar who love urban sports and arts, with skateboarding and breaking now Olympic 
disciplines. 
 

   
 
 
Financed by the City of Dakar, with the support of the International Association of French-Speaking Mayors 
(Association Internationale des Maires Francophones - AIMF), the City of Geneva, Wallonie Bruxelles 
International, the Edmond de Rothschild Foundation, the French Institute of Paris (Institut Français de Paris) 
and with the assistance of the commune of Grand-Yoff and the South Paris Metropolitan Area (Grand Paris 
Sud agglomeration), the PCU will become one of the largest centres of attraction for young people in Dakar. 
  
The Dakar Urban Cultures House (Maison des Cultures Urbaines de Dakar - MCU), a City of Dakar technical 
partner since 2014, has delegated the management of the Place des Cultures Urbaines de Dakar to the 
Urban Culture Consulting association.  
  
Designed by the Senegalese architect/planning duo Ms. Carole Diop and Mr. Bibi Seck, the Place des 
Cultures Urbaines is being built by CDE with the expertise of Constructo a company specializing in skatepark 
construction based in Marseille, France.   

  
 

 
 


